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“Thank you for the beautiful New Years party! I
had a great time meeting other providers and
learning a lot. The food was delecious and
everything was perfect!”

“Thank you so much for organizing yesterdays
event! It was so much fun meeting providers and
having the opportunity to chat. Looking forward
to seeing you again” 

“This event was amazing. You do a lot for
our community. Thank you! So many people
came!

A Huge Thank You for organizing this evenings event at Town in
San Carlos for San Mateo County’s family child care
professionals. I enjoyed meeting you all. I wish you all the best
with your businesses. Bravo to the teachers of our youngest
children. You are most valuable, take care of yourselves and
hope to see you again soon.

Thank you First 5 San Mateo
County for all your support!
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Claire Bleymaier, MPH, BSN, RN
Sr. Community Health Planner

Oral Public Health Program
Jan. 22, 2024

Leveraging Community Partnerships to 

Improve Access to Oral Health Care in Early 

Childhood: Oral Public Health Program 

Update

• Overview of Oral Public Health Program

• Deeper dive into 3 main activity areas:
1. Partnership building

2. School Dental Programs
a. Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment- ages 4-6

b. Preschool and Early Childhood Education Oral 
Health programs- children under 5 

3. Messaging and education

• Q&A

Roadmap
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Overview of Oral Public Health Program 
(OPHP)

Oral Public Health Program

California Department of Public Health Office of 
Oral Health:

• 2014- Office of Oral Health established in 
CDPH Center for Healthy Communities

• 2015- First ever State Dental Director, Dr. 
Jayanth Kumar hired

• 2018-
• Prop 56 funds distributed to form Local 

Oral Health Programs in 61 Local Health 
Jurisdictions

• SMC Oral Public Health Program 
launched

Collective impact model for oral public health: 
collaborate with diverse, cross-sectoral partners 
to deliver oral public health services
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Key Partnerships

Strong partnerships are necessary to accomplish goals

Oral Public 
Health 

Program

Internal 
County 

partners

External 
countywide 

cross-
sectoral
partners

Oral Health 
Coalition

State level 
partners

Other LOHP 
(county) 
partners 

statewide
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School Dental Programs

Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment (KOHA)

What is it? State mandate passed into law in California
2006:
• All public school kindergartners and first graders 

enrolling in public school for their first year must have an 
oral health screening completed by a licensed dental 
professional

Goals: 

LA Times, Dec. 2023

Increase access to dental 
care for children

Improve oral health 
outcomes, particularly for 

historically under-
resourced communities

Decrease school absences 
and improve learning-

both affected by poor oral 
health

Raise awareness of the 
importance of oral health 
to overall health – tooth 
decay is most common 

chronic childhood disease

Collect data on oral health 
and use to make data 

driven decisions
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Increasing on-site KOHA screenings

✓ Convene dental providers who have provided on-site school oral health services for years: organize, 
collaborate, communicate, expand services, share data

29% (9)

68% (23)

Planned: 97% 
(34)

13% (14)

28% (29)

45% (47)
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Increasing KOHA participation and data reporting
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✓ Build relationships with school/district nurses and 
office staff, and COE staff

✓ Raise awareness among larger community about KOHA
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KOHA disparity and inequity data, 2021-22 and 2022-23 school 
years
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Success story 

Photo credit: Sonrisas Dental Health
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Preschool/ early childhood education oral health programs

Goal: 
Increase on-site oral health programs at the other ~44% of preschool/ ECE programs that do not currently have services

Sonrisas
30% (19) 

Ravenswood
26% (17)

No services
44% (28)

California State Preschool Programs and Subsidized PKs / CDCs (center based) receiving 
on-site oral health services, by organization, 2023-24

Oral health mass messaging and 
education
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Community oral health messaging and education

Key Focus Group Themes 

1. We want complex information delivered in simple terms

2. First-Time parents/caregivers have different information needs, 
and information should be customized to address the needs of 
children of different ages

3. Parents already know the information but they want to know 
HOW to do it and they want this information delivered in a variety 
of ways.

4. It is hard to find accurate information and available providers

5. Oral health care practices are different here in the United States 
compared to where they grew up.

Cbleymaier@smcgov.org

650-642-3007

SMC Oral Public Health Program
SMC Health Dental Services
SMC Dental Clinics and FAQs
SMC Oral Health Coalition
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mailto:Cbleymaier@smcgov.org
https://www.smchealth.org/oral-health
https://www.smchealth.org/smmc-services-dental
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https://www.smchealth.org/oralcoalition
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BABY BONUS PROGRAM 
UPDATE
Louise Rogers

Chief, San Mateo County Health & First 5 Commissioner

Kitty Lopez
Executive Director

Michelle Blakely
Deputy Director

January 22, 2024

ADVANCING THE END OF CHILD POVERTY IN 

SAN MATEO COUNTY THROUGH THE 

BABY BONUS PROGRAM 

Ending Child Poverty in 

San Mateo County 

Summit 
August 18, 2023

Launching of the 

Baby Bonus Pilot Program

January 1, 2024 to June 30, 2024 Design Phase

July 1, 2024 to  June 30, 2027 Implementation 
Phase
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Cost of Living Standards in SMC

• The SMC self-sufficiency income target (in 2021) 

for two adults, an infant and a preschooler was  

$176,210 or an hourly wage of $41.72 for each 

adult. 

• This is almost six times the federal poverty level 

for a family of 4 (which is $30,000).

• The San Mateo County minimum wage will be 

$17.06/hr. starting on Jan 1, 2024, which 

translates into an annual income of $35,485 for a 

full-time minimum wage job.

Per the American Community Survey , https://insightcced.org/family-needs-

calculator/ 

There are 36,459 children under the age of 5 in San 

Mateo County, and we estimate that between 2,005 

and 3,6465 5.5%-10% live in poverty.

Authentic Partnership with 

New Parents 

Baby Bonus Program

• Provides a cash gift, financial services, 
aligned & coordinated services and links 
to benefits enrollment

Target Population

• Pre-natal women and women with low-
income who just gave birth in SMC

• $300 per month for 2 Years

• 600 newborn babies & their family
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We Envision

• To uniquely advance the evidence on 

guaranteed income in the United 

States

• To meet the evidence needs of county 

officials who will weigh whether to 

sustain/expand the program after the 

pilot

Our aim is to improve the health and 

well-being of these children and use the 

findings of the proposed Baby Bonus 

Program to support policy change

Evaluation Team
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Administration

Lead Organization

Annual Operating Budget

$2,766,534 (600 Babies)

Proposed Three Year-Funding 

Request

$8,299  (600 Babies)

Implementation Grant Term

July 1, 2024 – June 2027

Hired a Community Health Planner from SMC 

Public Health Policy Program 

to Manage the Project:

Mai Le

Belinda Hernandez Arriaga, CEO & Co-Founder, Ayudando

Latinos A Sonar

Michelle Blakely, Deputy Director, First 5 San Mateo County

Dr. Lisa Chamberlain, Stanford Medicine Department of 

Pediatrics

Dr. Sophie Cole, Volunteer Physician, Samaritan House Free 

Clinic

Patrick Curran, CEO, Health Plan of San Mateo

Kitty Lopez, Executive Director, First 5 San Mateo County

Lenny Mendonca, Chair of Fidelity Charitable and New America

Jim Pugh, Executive Director, Universal Income Project

Louise Rogers, Chief, San Mateo County Health

Former Congresswoman Jackie Speier

San Mateo County

Baby Bonus Program 

Advisory Committee
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Baby Bonus Program Partners 

and Supporters

Family Health Services

SMC Human Services Agency

Supervisor Noelia Corzo District

Supervisor Ray Mueller District

Potential Funders In Discussions:

Tipping Point (Unsecured)

Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (Unsecured)

Sobrato Philanthropies (Unsecured)

Private Donors

The Jackie Spier Foundation 

Next Steps!
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