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CALIFORNIA 2021-22 JANUARY GOVERNOR’S BUDGET – EARLY LEARNING

Mostly focused on Transitional Kindergarten 
• $250 million one-time Proposition 98 incentive funding to school districts to expand 

Transitional Kindergarten, over multiple years 
• $200 million one-time General Funds for school districts to construct and retrofit existing 

facilities to support Transitional Kindergarten and full-day Kindergarten programs
• $50 million to support professional development and teacher preparation for 

Transitional Kindergarten and full-day Kindergarten teacher development 

Minimal new funding for child care
• $21.5 million for child care vouchers in 2020-21 and $44 million ongoing (total of 4,700 

new child care vouchers) from Proposition 64
• $55 million one-time General Fund to continue essential worker child care and family 

fee waivers



CALIFORNIA 2021-22 MAY REVISION BUDGET – TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN

Proposes Universal Transitional Kindergarten by 2024-25 with phase-in 
implementation over three years by birthday cohort.
• $250 million one-time Proposition 98 planning funding to school districts in 2021-22

• The Budget Summary indicates an ongoing commitment to provide resources above 
the Proposition 98 guarantee ($2.7 billion by full implementation in 2024-25). 

• In addition, an ongoing investment to hire one additional certificated or classified staff 
per classroom, which could reduce ratios for a class of 24, to 12-to-1 ($740 million 
within the Proposition 98 guarantee by 2024-25). 

• Several additional proposed teacher training/recruitment and facilities investments to 
support TK implementation, as well as specifying that TK and kindergarten students in 
afterschool/expanded learning programs are to be in ratios no larger than 10-to-1.



CALIFORNIA 2021-22 MAY REVISION BUDGET – CHILD CARE

STILL Minimal new funding for child care
• Silent on the long-overdue need for rate reform and to pay providers a living 

wage.
• Adds only 100,000 child care subsidy slots, spread out over 2021-22 (63,000 

Alternative Payment slots in October 2021, 42,000 General Child Care slots in April 
2022 and 1,300 new Migrant Child Care slots in April 2022) through an investment of
$223 million in 2021-22 and $450 million ongoing General Fund, with an additional 
6,500 slots in 2021-22 through an $83 million increase in Proposition 64 (marijuana 
tax) funding.

• Does not clearly lay out a plan for California’s $3.8 billion in child care ARPA 
funding, including the $2.3 billion in CCDF funds that California received 
specifically for direct support to child care providers. However, the Administration 
is requesting Legislative ratification of the Administration’s $593.8 million federal 
CRSSA relief funds for pandemic response agreement with the Child Care Providers 
United, including provider stipends, continuing hold harmless and family fee waivers, 
and other investments.

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/occ/CCDF-ACF-IM-2021-02.pdf


CALIFORNIA 2021-22 MAY REVISION BUDGET – CHILD CARE

Additional highlights:
• $250 million in federal funds for infrastructure grants for the acquisition, 

construction, development, and renovation of child care facilities through September 
2024.

• $6 million to modernize contractor payment by implementing direct deposit systems.
• $10 million to Resource and Referral agencies, one-time funding only, to serve as 

intermediaries for child care facility development and streamline data collection 
processes.

• $20 million one-time funds to strengthen quality improvement systems and 
address inequities over multiple years in order for CDSS to engage with stakeholders 
to inform policy-setting and program design. Current quality projects funded by the 
federal Child Care and Development Fund will transfer to CDSS “without any immediate 
changes.”

• $4.8 million investment in a child care data system. The Department of Social 
Services would receive funding to engage in planning and the initial implementation of a 
child care data system.



Comparison

Senate

• Universal child care 
0-3; starting with 
200k slots for 
working families

• Reduce/eliminate 
family fees

• Stabilize/retain 
providers by paying 
a living wage

Assembly

• 1 million more child 
care slots by 2025 
(ages 0-12?);

• Universal TK
• Funding for rate 

reform, family fees, 
facilities, workforce 
development, and 
more

LWC

• $2 billion to 
increase slots by 
200k, address 
reimbursement rate 
reform, waive 
family fees  and 
modernize 
administration of 
child care

Governor Newsom’s May Revision announced 
universal TK and 100k child care slots
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The California Children’s Report Card
https://www.childrennow.org/portfolio-posts/20-report-card/

County Scorecard of Children’s Well-Being
https://www.childrennow.org/portfolio-posts/2021-california-county-
scorecard-of-childrens-well-being/

The 2021 Pro-Kid Agenda
https://www.childrennow.org/portfolio-posts/the-2021-pro-kid-policy-
agenda/

Join The Children’s Movement™
www.childrennow.org/thechildrensmovement/
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